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New for 2016 at Penshurst Place and Gardens 

 
Horticulture and nature to be the theme of historic home’s 2016 events plan 

Penshurst Place reveals it plans to celebrate the rich natural environment that has played host to the historic home for 

nearly seven centuries. 

 

 Family fun with nature and animal themed trails & crafts, falconry and beasts 

roadshow 

 Elizabeth I to visit as the household prepares to defend Britain from the Armada 

 Exclusive guided tours, Morris dancing and formal garden photography workshop 

 Time travel with Hands on History to discover farming through the ages and the 

life of a huntsman 

Penshurst Place has revealed a packed programme of events set to provide an entertaining way for 

adults and children alike to find out more about the rich historical landscape and native wildlife of 

the Weald of Kent, as well as some from further afield.  It will encompass activities that explore 

local nature, farming through the ages, mini beasts, birds and bugs, hedgerow harvesting and 

natural plant dyes, along with guided tours and walks in the garden and parklands.  

Established favourites will also make a welcome return for all the family to enjoy, including a 

presentation by Aardvark on “Elizabeth I and the Armada” in March and a week-long celebration 

of the Grade I listed formal gardens in early June.   Additionally, Penshurst Place will host 

Bushcraft demonstrations on the Woodland Trail over the May and August Bank Holidays, the 

Weald of Kent Craft & Design Show in May and September, croquet on the South Lawn; the ever 

popular Maize Maze will be open throughout the summer holidays, a week of spooky happenings 

and limb amputations during October half-term, plus the much-loved Father Christmas grotto in 

December.   

Full details of the 2015 event calendar can be found at www.penshurstplace.com/whats-

on/events-and-activities. Most events are included in the standard admission price unless 

otherwise stated.  

 
Upcoming February & March events:  

NEW The Best of Bugs, Beetles and Beasts – February half term  

Beasts roadshow: 13th & 14th February from 11am – 4pm   
Garden trail: 13th-21st February open daily 10.30am – dusk 
 

We’re going on a beast hunt! Penshurst Place is seeking budding young naturalists to follow the 

bug trail over February half term.  Learn more about the life and habitats of Britain’s native beetles 

and insects by following the fun and educational trail around the gardens, seeking out the answers 

to some quirky questions as you go.    

For a special treat, visit the grounds of Penshurst Place when it opens on the weekend of 13th and 

14th February for a chance to interact with some charming creepy crawlies and more cuddly native 

British mammals at a Beasts Roadshow run by visiting specialists from The Hawking Centre. 

http://www.penshurstplace.com/whats-on
http://www.penshurstplace.com/whats-on
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Come and meet Madagascan Hissing Cockroaches, a Burmese Python, Pygmy Hedgehogs, and a 

Barn Owl.  

 
NEW Natural dye making workshop and crafts - Mothering Sunday  

Dye making: 6th March from 12 noon – 4pm 
Crafts and card making: 6th March from 12noon – 4pm 
Mother’s Day lunch: 6th March from 12noon – 3pm in The Garden Restaurant   
 

Celebrate Mother’s Day at Penshurst Place by learning the ancient art of dye making using plants 

and natural material from the gardens. Join Jan Black in the Old Coach House to discover dying 

technique and acquire the skills to create your own colours and dyes when back at home.  

Visiting children will also have the option of making a Mother’s Day card as a personalised 

keepsake, and the Garden Restaurant will be serving a special Mothering Sunday lunch – a perfect 

treat for Mum and all the family.  Booking is not required with seating allocated on a first come 

first served basis. 

 
Elizabeth I and The Armada – March 
19th & 20th March from 12 noon – 4pm   
 
Step back in time to 1588 at Penshurst Place for a live demonstration by Aardvark Productions of 
the difficulties and luck that befall Queen Elizabeth I as she fights off an attack on England by the 
Spanish Armada.  Meet Elizabeth as she plans her defence of the realm and learn how she 
succeeds in keeping Britain safe.   
A fun and educational day where visitors may observe how the Penshurst Place household 
prepares for impending invasion and meet a variety of historical characters including drummers, 
pike men and cooks, each with their own story to tell!  
The Elizabeth I and Armada presentation is included with the normal entry ticket price.     
 
The Big Easter Break 
‘Down The Rabbit Hole’ garden trail, funny bunny stories and Easter crafts  
Trails: 25th March - 10th April daily from 10.30am – dusk  
Crafts: 25th March - 10th April daily from 12noon – 4pm  
Storytelling: 27th & 28th from 2pm – 4pm   
 
Dive down the rabbit hole at Penshurst Place and embark on an entertaining garden trail to 
uncover interesting facts about the native British animals and plants that thrive in a life spent 
underground.  Then hop on over to the Old Coach House to craft a pop-up rabbit puppet and a 
sunflower or frog mask. 
 
For smaller visitors, and the young at heart, talented storytellers from Aardvark Productions will 
be in The Buttery at Penshurst Place on Easter Sunday and Easter Monday to share a very silly tale 
about the Easter Bunny.   
 
Crafts and the ‘Down the Rabbit Hole’ trail are available daily throughout the Spring school 
holiday and included with the standard garden admission ticket.  Children who successfully 
complete the trail over the Easter weekend will be rewarded with a small chocolate treat!* 
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*While stocks last 
 
Spring Stroll: Guided parkland tour & Sunday lunch – March 
27th March from 11am – 2pm. Tickets available from www.penshurstplace.com   
 
Join general manager, Ben Thomas, for a guided Easter walk around the wider estate to gain an 
insight into the agricultural use and the farming history of Penshurst Place. The tour will take two 
hours, during which Ben will explain the methods employed by the estate team to maintain the 
Parklands and 2,500 acre estate in order to ensure it is always looking beautiful and unchanged, 
despite several centuries of growth.  
Following the tour, walkers will be directed to the Garden Restaurant for a well-earned two-course 
roast lunch and be free to explore the House and Gardens at leisure. 
Tickets priced at £28 per person (includes House and Gardens access, guided tour and lunch). 
Please note the tour is most suited to adults and older children as it will require continuous 
walking for two hours.   
 
Diary dates for May:  

May Bank Holiday 
1st & 2nd May: Crazy Crew Cuts, crafts 12noon – 4pm 
Create a ‘sprout-your-own grass head’ and watch it grow a wacky hairstyle, ready for a personalised 
trim and style. Craft activities available in the Old Coach House.   
 
Spring Holiday 
28th May – 5th June: Mammal Mania trail and crafts 
Trails 10.30am – 6pm 
Crafts 12noon – 4pm 
 
Learn about the life of the mammals found in British gardens by following a fun outdoor trail.  
Collect facts along the way to gain an insight into how to attract the UK’s native animals into the 
garden before heading over to the Old Coach House to craft a hedgehog to take home. 
 
Further event information can be found at www.penshurstplace.com/whats-on/events-and-
activities. 

-Ends- 

For further information about please contact Lucy McLeod, Marketing Executive at Penshurst 

Place lucy@penshurstplace.com on 01892 870307.  
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Beasts Roadshow © The Hawking Centre 

 
 

Mothering Sunday (c) Leith’s and Penshurst Place 
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Elizabeth I  and the Armada (c) Aardvark Productions 

 
 

Easter Break (c) Aardvark Productions 

 
 

Spring Stroll (c) Penshurst Place 

 


